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military, political and civil, which crowded upon Mm; and
arrears of business were fast accumulating. He was attended
at this time by George Edmonstone, the Foreign Secretary,
a m^n of eminent attainments, who had a reputation for
businesslike capacity and commanded public confidence. But
even Edmonstone could not obtain the timely imprimatur of
the over-burdened Governor-General to the numerous orders
necessary for the due management of affairs. One main cause
of difficulty was Canning's determination to take upon himself
the administration of the North-western Provinces in addition
to his duties as Governor-General In this administration his
Secretary was William Muir, who has been already mentioned,
from whom all possible assistance was derived. Nevertheless,
both the imperial work of India and the local administration
of the North-western Provinces suffered because Canning
attempted to perform the double duty. After some time, how-
ever, he restored to these provinces their Lieutenant-Governor-
ship, appointing Edmonstone to that office and leaving him
in sole charge.

It was at this time (1858) Canning issued his famous pro-
clamation to the landowners of Oudh, declaring that they'had
as a body incurred the penalty of forfeiture by reason of rebel-
lion, but offering full and immediate restitution to all who should
by a certain date present themselves and tender submission,
excepting always those who had been concerned in the murder
of European British subjects. He intended that the substance of
this proclamation, while maintaining the dignity of the British
* Government and marking the character of the rebellion, should
yet be moderate and reasonable, and leave wide open a door for
repentance. The wording, however, was by many in India
thought likely to be misconstrued, and cause alarm in the
minds of the Natives generally.

There had recently been a change of Government in England,
and the new Secretary of State, Lord Ellenborough, addressed to
the Government of India a despatch criticizing in severe terms
the proclamation and the policy which had led to it* This
despatch became public, and- the publication produced a grave